IMOGEN
acter that it would take a deal of incompetent acting to spoil. But Miss Terry interprets beauty beautifully, and that is the long and the short of it.5' Coming from Mr. Walkley this is praise indeed, for he is by no means lavish of laudatory adjectives, and his approval is generally so nicely qualified that it loses a considerable measure of Its sweetness. The account of Miss Terry's impersonation given in " The Times" of the 23rd of September, 1896, is very interesting by reason of Its retrospective character : " Of the representatives of Imogen there have been no lack, those of the very first rank being, as we have said, Mrs. SIddons and Miss Helen Faucit. To this small number we must now add Miss Ellen Terry, who with her airy grace and tender womanliness is Imogen to the life. Upon the character of I moo-en the commentators have exhausted
o
their  vocabulary of praise.    She Is  'the purest and  most womanly of all Shakespeare's  heroines';   she  'sheds   warmth, 243